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Palm Sunday - March 28, 2021 
Children of the Church will march in and lay their palms at the Altar 

 

Maundy Thursday- April 1, 2021        6:00 pm Communion Service 
 

Good Friday- April 2, 2021         6:00 pm Service  
 

Easter - April 4              9:00 am Service 

Worship in the Sanctuary! 
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Easter happened first in a garden.  On a quiet morning  
centuries ago, a lone triumphal song broke forth.  And the 
music has been echoing from the hills and valleys of life  
ever since. 

 

For Christ, the week started with a grand parade with everyone shouting alleluia and throwing palm 
branches and their clocks on the road before him.  The week progressed to Maundy Thursday were Jesus 
and the disciples gathered in the upper room to celebrate the Passover. 

They laughed, told stories, sang a few songs and simply enjoyed each others company.  But then the time 
came when Jesus revealed his true purpose for his life on this planet.  That was to save us from our sin 
and death by sacrificing himself on the cross.   

Imagine how those disciples must have sat in astonishment of what they had just heard.  Later, they 
would join Jesus in the garden, to pray.  While in the garden soldiers came to arrest Jesus and take in to 
stand trial.  The next day after much pain and suffering, Jesus was made to carry his own cross to  
Calvary for his crucifixion.  As he was crucified the sky turned black and the temple curtain was torn  
into completely. He was placed in a borrowed tomb.  Three days later he rose from the grave as the stone 
was rolled away!  And the world was never the same.  

What a wonderful story.  What a wonderful Savior we have that he would give his own life to free us 
from sin and death.  The story of Jesus the Christ changed history forever.  It made a huge impact on 
 humanity.  You and I are free, free from sin and death because of Jesus. 

Can you begin to imagine your life without Christ in it?  How would you cope with the trials and  
tribulations?  What would be your purpose in life?  Imagine a world without the love of God manifested 
in his son Jesus.  I don’t know about you, but I can honestly say my life would be worth nothing with our 
Jesus in it.  He carries me and buoys me each and every day.  He is there with me enjoying the mountain 
top experiences; and he is there thru life’s hardships.  He is my confidant, my trustworthy friend, my 
Savior.  I can tell him anything knowing that he will not judge me but bring me to the path that leads to 
eternal life.  

So what is our responsibility back to Jesus for those things?  We are called to share the Good News of 
the gospel with everyone we come in contact with.  Hard right?  We feel we do not have the right words 
or the right experiences to do so.  Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Jesus does not expect us to do any thing but tell our simple story.  Tell our story of how He has changed 
our life for the better.  Tell the story of what he can do for others.  Tell your simple story as only you can 
do.  No one else has lived your life.  No one else has had your relationship with Jesus.  Simple right?  No 
elegant words needed, just the plain simple truth. 

We all can do that.  We have a responsibility to do as he commanded us.  We can shout from the  
mountain tops, that He is the Risen Savior!  As the old song goes… He 
lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today.  He walks with me and talks to 
me along life’s narrow way.  He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!  
You ask me how I know he lives?  He lives with in my heart! 

 

Have a blessed Easter! 

Pastor Randy 

Cell: 217-520-5267 

Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com 
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Administrative Council Meeting 
March 8, 2021,   7:00pm 

 
Persons Attending:  Randy McGeehon, Carl Holland, 
Brooke Gerlach, Jeremy Volkmar, Gary Cox,  
Dot Heuman, Kathy Ruhmann, Jan Seals by phone  
        
The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor 
Randy. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: The January 11th minutes were  
reviewed by those present.  Carl Holland moved to accept 
the minutes.  Dot Heuman seconded the motion.  The  
motion carried. 
 
Church School Superintendent: Brooke Gerlach 
There were five children and 21 adults in Sunday School 
on March 7th, the most so far.  There will be an Easter egg 
hunt on Easter morning at 8:30am, weather permitting. 
 
Trustees:  Bill Mueller (reported by Pastor Randy) 
A few repair and maintenance items have been taken care 
at church and the parsonage.  A tree at the parsonage is 
splitting and will be evaluated by Carl Holland and Tom 
Seals. 
 

Treasurer: Patti Cecil (reported by Carl Holland) 
All bills continue to be paid on time.  Brooke Gerlach 
moved to accept and Jan Seals seconded the motion for 
the treasurer’s report to be accepted as presented. 
 
Meal Ministry, NOW Comm: Mary Hauskins 
(reported by Dot Heuman) Utility bags for nursing 
home patients are being made for use on their walkers, 
etc.  A couple of dozen have gone to Coulterville Care 
Center.  Now some will be offered to the Randolph  
County Care Center.  Next fidget bags will be made.  
Many valentines were sent and delivered to shut-ins, etc. 
and very much appreciated.  Because the pandemic has 
gone on so long, no farewell party was ever planned for 
Pastor Jerry and no welcome party was done for Pastor 
Randy.  Pastor Jerry was given a monetary gift from the 
church and some church members presented him with 
gifts and/or gift cards.  Although it wasn’t quite what we 
would have liked, our discussion led to a consensus that it 
was no longer viable to plan a farewell party for Pastor 
Jerry.  A welcome to Pastor Randy could still happen in 
the future when health protocols allow such a 
get-together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Director: Gary Cox God’s Gifts have been  
meeting outside each Wednesday afternoon.  On Easter, 
the service will be outside.  Gary is exploring the  
possibility of having the choir sing. 
 

S/PPRC: Kathy Ruhmann Plans are being made for a 
meeting the week of April 19th. 
 

Worship Committee: Dot Heuman Thanks to Pastor 
Randy for doing the altar flowers each week.  Easter  
service on April 4th will be outside at 9:00am.  There will 
be no Saturday night service and no Sunday School that 
weekend.  There will be an Easter egg hunt.  There will be 
no community Holy Week services this year.  There will 
be a Maundy Thursday service and a Good Friday service 
at our church. There was some discussion that as more and 
more church members are vaccinated, there may be new 
protocol for seating in our churches. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon: The Policy for 
Wedding Use and The Use of Facilities Agreement 
have been revised.  Members of the Ad Council who 
were present reviewed the documents and offered  
several suggestions for clarifying language, etc.  Dot 
Heuman moved to accept the documents as amended, Carl 
Holland seconded the motion.  The motion carried. The 
Fire Department sent an appeal for financial support of 
material for children’s programs at the school.  More  
discussion will follow at the April meeting. The book, 
“We Shall Be Changed: Questions for the Post-Pandemic 
Church” was distributed to the members of the Ad Council 
who were present.  Members of the Ad Council will read 
it and then discuss it at the April meeting. 
 

We will be looking for a replacement to help with shut-in 
visits.  More information will come at a later date  
 

Jeremy Volkmar has been asked to be the lay speaker for 
the Palestine Church, which includes the Ellis Grove and 
the Preston churches as well.  Therefore, he will be  
attending Saturday night services at our church while he is 
speaking each Sunday at Palestine, Ellis Grove, and  
Preston.   
 

Brooke Gerlach moved to adjourn the meeting.  Carl  
Holland seconded.  The meeting was adjourned.  
Next Meeting: April 13, at 7:00 pm 

Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total For  

the Week 

02.28.21 $3,474.96 $830.49 $210.32 $4,515.77 

03.07.21 $3,323.13 $765.00 $524.22 $4,612.35 

03.14.21 $5,030.11 $561.51 $342.22 $5,933.84 

03.21.21 $4,063.60 $20.00 $724.22 $4,807.82 

Total for Year to Date for General Budget: $42,575.16 

Sunday School 
classes need to 

turn in their 2020 
Bank Statements 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 Maundy 
Thursday 
Worship 6 pm 

2 Good Fri-
day 
Worship 6 pm 

 

3 No Worship 
 

4 Easter 
No Sunday School 

5 
No Trustees  
Meeting 

6 
 

7 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW Comm 

7 pm Choir 
 

8 Holocaust 
Remembrance  
Day 

9 
 

10 
 

11  12 
8 am Garden Club 

7 pm Ad Council 

13 
7 pm  
Mission Comm 

14  
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW Comm. 

7 pm Choir 

15 16 
 

17 
 

18 
Native American Sunday 

19 
 

20 21 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW Comm. 

7 pm Choir 

22 Earth Day 
 

23 24 

25   
 

26 37 29 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW Comm. 

7 pm Choir 

29 
Lamplighter 
Mailed out 

30 31 

Saturday Schedule 
5:00 pm Worship 
Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

If you would like to be apart of the prayer chain please call Elaine Hargis at 
443-3205 or email her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remember to update us 
with any email changes. 

 

Joys: Covid numbers going down, Vaccinations continuing 

 
Concerns:  Charlie Bird, Cathy Norton, Edith Huddleston, Rose Walters, Bill Schwartz, Pat Baue,  

Joyce Camp, Rhonda Jones, Jim & Elaine Hargis, Bud Bennett, Jane Schupbach, Family of Vicki Dierks,  
Family of Roland Wittenborn,  those with Covid, those who have lost loved one to Covid, our country finds 
peace and unity. 

 

 

Holy Week 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
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4/1 Sharon Holland 
 Finn Peck 
 Lee Peck 
4/2 Ambrea Avery 
 Kerry Kloos 
 Nora Kloos 
 Patrick Kloos 
4/5 Randy McGeehon 
 Valerie Slaven 
4/6 Theresa Patton 
4/7 Don Ashley 
4/9 Grace Cronin 
4/13 Abbey Miles 
4/14 Angie Ramsey 
4/15 Wendy Baue 
 Don Bixby 

 
4/19 Jim Burns 
 Tom Morrison 
4/20 Jacqueline Miesner 
 Lindsay Upsculte 
4/22 Doris Arnold 
 Allison Sheridan 
4/25 Shawn Greenhill 
4/26 Judy Koonce 
 Betty Robinson 
 Ray Ramsey 
4/27 Melissa Castens 
 Samuel Haury 
4/28 Floyd Camp 
4/29 Katie Gerlach 

“For  I know the plans I 
have for you declares the 
Lord, plans to give you  
a future and a hope”  
          Jeremiah 29:11 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
4/2 Greg & Chelsea McBride 
4/11    Shirley & Lee Trost 
4/22 Steve & Heather Dierks 
 Seth & Jenny McDowell 
4/30 Patrick & Kodi Sheridan 

 Words of Gratitude:  

Dear Church Family, Thank you for all the Birthday cards for my 100th Birthday. ~ Betty Bush 
 
Just a note to let the church know, I truly appreciated the notes, card, and very nice Valentines day gift. 
(Also a minister that delivered it in less than ideal weather). Thank you all, ~Betty Slavens 
 
Thanks for prayers and cards during my recovery ~ Joyce Camp 
 
Thank you so much for all the Valentines and gifts.  Thank you also for your prayers and concerns.  

We miss our friends at church. Bud & Judy 
 
Hey Elizabeth & FUMC Youth! We just want to thank you for donating your credit from covid. We know and greatly 
appreciate this sacrifice. Thank you for supporting our ministry. We are looking forward to having you all again soon. 
Thank you. Team Effort Staff. 
 
Dear Church family, Thank you for the Valentine balloons and treats  personally delivered by the pastor.  It meant a lot 
to both of us as we continue to shelter in.  We, of course quickly ate the candy treats but still display the Valentine  
balloons. Don’s pacemaker surgery went quite well and he seems to have more energy.  He still has another cardiac  
procedure ahead of him and we would certainly appreciate continued prayer.  
Thanks again for your thoughtfulness. ~ Don & Carol Ashley. 
 
I would like to thank our church family and the Pastor for the cards, face mask and thoughtfulness. I have received  
during this COVID - 19.  Recently I received a letter from Florida.  When I opened it, it was a “Thinking of you” card. 
There was no name on the inside or outside, but it was signed “From your church family.” What a nice surprise.  
Thank you, ~Elizabeth Deppe 
 
Thank you so much for your recent donation of food items to the Sparta Food Pantry.  We appreciate the donation to 
help feed the needy in our community. In His name, ~Westminster Deacons 
 
Dear Mary Haskins and the NOW Committee, Than you so much for the COVID masks and the fluffy fleece blankets 
you sent for each of the kids I work with at the Gallagher Children’s Home in Missoula M7. We’re grateful for the good 
work your ministry is doing, and the blankets bring smiles to all of the kid’s faces.  
Thanks for remembering us! ~Ryan Norton 
 
Pastor Randy and Sparta FUMC Congregation - Than you very much for the birthday card and Valentines Day package! 
We are thankful for all of you taking the time to remember our family on Valentines Day. Such thoughtfulness is  
especially appreciate and important given the current circumstances.  I especially enjoyed seeing valentines and notes 
from so many familiar name and those who I remember sitting next to in the pews at Sparta FUMC!  
Thanks! ~Andrew, Christine & Lexi Norton 
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And I would add… 

You cannot love others as your neighbors if you are a raciest.  It’s just not Christian!   

                Pastor Randy 


